
To: Molly Holt
NOAA

From: Barnes Nursery, Inc.
Sharon Barnes

Re: Enclosures

Date: December 3, 2002

Four enclosures include:

.a selection of letters written on behalf of the project.

.the TRC Environmental Conslultants Revort on their assessment of the Project Area
and its impact on the State NaturE: Preserve

.the ~ Cultural Resources Investigation of the East Sandusk): Ha): H):drolog):
Restoration Project in Erie Count):, Ohio. This Phase I report was designed to identify
and preliminarily assess cultural resources located within the project area. The result of
this report was that no further investigation need be done in this area.

.theWetland Inventor):. SurveJT and Manning Renort for Barnes Nursery, done for the
Corps as part of their pennitting ]process.

Please let us know if you have questions regarding any of these enclosures.
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To: Molly Holt
NOAA

From: Barnes Nursery , Inc.
Sharon Barnes

Public OpinionRe:

December 3, 2002Date:

Our firm did not go out and ask our many friends and suppor1ers to write to you on our
behalf. I have hoped that this was not a contest and would be decided on fact and good
sclence.

However over the last two years of this ongoing issue many have written on our behalf. I
have enclosed copies of some of the many letters that were sent either to the Corps, Ohio
EPA or political figures on our company's behalf. This is purely to let you know that
there may appear to be overwhelming opposition to this project, but frequently we can be
deceived by appearances.

Most of the comments that are coming to you from our opposition are coming from those
who have never seen this project and have been told many thIngs that are inaccurate
about the project. NONE of those who support us want Barnes Nursery over the
marshland. They want both. And we believe it can happen by working things out.

The first two letters are most interesting: The first from Guy Denney, former ODNR
Chief over this area; the second i:s an Email communication from Jim Bissel, botonist
from the Cleveland Museum of N atural History .

r



observed no signs of erosion front the spoil material into tlte nature preserve. The
impact on water quality from erosion seems a moot point considering that in what little
pockets of water remained on these mud flats, were packed thousands of spawning
carp in water barely deep enouglll to cover their backs. They were rolling and churning
up the water until it was the color and consistency of chocolate milk.

r~

As one would expect the spoil balllk has quickly revegetated with both native as well as
some non-native invasive species it1cluding purple looseslrife and phragmities. Boili of
these invasive species were already quite prevalent in the nature preserve and on
adjacent private land. My colleague Jim Dissell, Botanist and Natural Areas Manager
for the Cleveland Museum of NajuraI History , who has al~ visited the site, told me he
believes the greatest threat to the rare wetlands system at Sheldon Marsh is lack of
management for the alien plants that are emerging from the seed bank on U1e newly
exlJO6ed mud flats throughout U1is wetland complex including those exposed within
the nature preserve. He believes Ute Dames channel provides a barrier to the
phragmites clones presently alon/~ fue shore inland from Ole channel and spoil bank. I
agree with Jim that without llie Dames channel, the phragmites would quickly move
north onto slate nature preserve bmd, and that is the greak~t threat to the nature

preserve.

Lastly, I want to point out Utat if Barnes N ursery can not access an abundant and very
economical source of water for irrigation, and is forced to move its nursery operation,
Utis will become prime land for r(~sidential development] know ODNR would like to
own Utis properly but doesn't have Ute funding to acquire it Clearly, Ute open space of
a nursery operation makes a mor(~ desirable neighbor and buffer to Ute nature preserve
titan would be a high density housing development In my opinion, it is in Ute best
interest of preserving Utis wetland complex to keep Ute channel reservoir in place and

Barnes Nursery as a neighbor.

Sincerely,

Guy L. Deru1y
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froM Jim 'B;~~((4 C(~.l)ttl~ ~~1~/-6$-br71 ;(1 ~1f-ie' <10

A~ ,~,w.try =Pr-o", ~~.. ~ r£c14..tLc~ kls S'i~ ui"ii1L.

To: "Laura Fay" <l-aura.Fay@epa.state.oh.us)
Subject: Re: East Sandusky Bay Irrigation Channel Project
Cc: stu.lewis@dnr .state.oh.us, kim.baker@odnr .stQte.oh.us , scott .zody@dnr .state.oh.us

Laura,
of

r ~

-
I did tell the Mrs. Barne~; and her consultant they should attempt to

establish sand bar willow (salix exigua) on the dike instead of cottonwood. "

Cottonwood tree!: would shade out the rare Palustrine Silt Plain Community that

currently grows just north of the base of the dike. I woul~~-!~~
planting blue joint reed-grass (Calamagrostis canadensi~a1ong the base of the dike and t;JJ

switch grass (Panicum .and of the dike. ( )

i Most of the rare species

germinating on the newly exposed Irnud flats are members of the Palustrine Silt Plain

Community. The low relief, protected shores along the mainland south of Cedar Point

are the best examples of this rare, community in Ohio. Other rare plants germinating

from the seed bank are members of the emergent marsh c:ommunity that naturally

replace the Palus1Tine Silt Plain Community a year or two..Qfter new flats are exposed.

I am most concelrned by the aliel1 narrow-Ieaved cattails and purple loosestrife

that are emerging throughout th4~ newly exposed mud flats. The phragmites clones

on private lands along the shore south of the channel and dike also threat

to the system.

I I did

suggest, to Mrs. .Barnes and her c~lnsultant that they should consider spraying

herbicide on the phr,gmites south of the channel back to the forest shade zone along

the shore. I also suggested they hire someone to pull and dig out the cattail seedlings

and purple loosestrife. I told thef1r\ they should promote the greater bur-reed ,

arrowheads, bulrushes and pickerel weed that will estalbish high quality emergent
marshes on the flats if the aliens are removed. I made this same recommendation to

staff from the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves after I visited the site.
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the aliens were not germinating along with the members of the Palustrine Silt Plain

Community and members of the Great Lakes Emergent Marsh Community such as

greater bur-reed, pickerel weed, common arrow-head, wapato, southern blue flag,

soft-stemmed bulrush, american tlhree-square and river bulrush, the recently exposed

mud flats would quickly succeed tCI emergent marsh domiruJted by greater bur-reed.

The narrow-leaved cattail sj~edlings and purple loosestrife seedlings can easily

be hand-pul'ed the first year they germinate but once the rhizome establishes they

are very difficult to dig out. The Museum established 14 woodland pools for

amphibians last year at Mentor Marsh and two of the mos.t open ponds had several

hundred narrow-leaved cattail seedlings. Three conservation interns spent two full

weeks pulling the cattails this summer .

r " .ilo..,J-

I did find rare species) from the seed back both on the private lands

inland from the dike and and on State Nature Preserve lands north of the base

of the dike. As stated " narr.ow-leaved cattails and purple loosest rife are

germinating .-.jQre species. North of the dike I found several seedlings

of the -wapato {Sagittaria cuneata). This is the first record of this

rare plant for Sheldon's marsh. I also found dozens of the State Endangered

Engelmann's spike-rush (Eleocharis engelmonnii) throughout the newly exposed mud

flats on both the private lands south of the channel and throughout the State Nature

Preserve lands north of the channel. I found the first ~t;cord for this species in

northern Ohio at Sheldon's Mars~1 during a prior low lake 'evel in 1988.

If the alien plants were removed as they germinate from the seed bank, the

native plant that formerly domina1~ed emergent marshes on Sandusky Bay would

establish as the lake level falls. Greater bur reed (Sparganium eurycarpum) is the
~

former dominant species along thE~ bay. The plant is essentially absent throughout the

shorelines of San'dusky Bay today because the alien complex of purple loosetrife,

phrcigmites, canary grass, narrow-leaved cattail and hybrid cattail have replaced the

native emergent marshes that once grew along the shore. Greater bur-reed is

present in the seed bank off shorle and it is germinating along with the rare plants and

alien plants as the waters of Lake Erie lower and to expose new silt flats.

I will be hJeduring the rest of today but I will be away on vacation next week.

Please get bacK ro me if you have additional questions.

Jim

At 03:59 PM 11/1~2001 -0500 I ylou. wrote:

~ I.. D,~6c .-r~,. 1 t,"'Y"-+



Michael.g.montone@usace.annv .nul.

Dear Sir ,

[ !
j

High water has cause~d flooded crop fields, lost

revenue, land erosiolll, marsh elimination, not to

mention washed out ~juck, goose, and other marsh

habitat breeding areas.



Over 100 years ago 1the Cedar Point chausee was

constructed and muc:h more recently the newer Cedar

Point road was built.. Both man-made roadways have

permanently disrupted the natural lake and Bay

shoreline, and, then 'when Barnes Nursery introduces

a partial remedy, at 1:heir expense, to the existing

man-made problems, he is met with irrational
..

opposItIon.

r .

"
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Mr. Barnes and his family and countless others in his

employ depend upon sound conservation and

ecological management practices to maintain their

business. Barnes Nursery has been a pillar of Huron

Township and The City of Huron for well over 50

yeal.s. He has helpeci develop this area into a

thriving, prosperous community in which to live

through his generou~; donations and personal support

of every conceivable: community organization and

activity. His deep water channel project will also

benefit Sheldons Marsh and all of the East Bay area.

It will not only provilde water for his nursery

operation, but, in ad(iition, it will provide a healthier

and more productive: ecosystem throu.gh a more

regulated environment.



,

r
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CRAIG H. STAHL

107 Lurie Lane Sandusky, Ohio 44870 (419) 625-7780

i~

November 16, 2001

u.s. Anny Corps of Engineers
Bowling Green, OH

This letter is in strong support of the Barnes Nursery project in the east part of

Sandusky Bay.

I have lived on the Cedar Point peninsula for the better part of 40 years.

Forty years ago the area ill question was a mllch different area. It was a marshy
area w.ith with water moving and running tl1fough many twisting canals alld islands.

In fact, I vividly remember where some of the islands were located.

Obviously, today the area is much different.

Even if the water level increased it would never be the same. Where ducks and
geese once swam, seedlings of trees now exist.

In my mind, it is an area that desperately needs a constant supply ofwater to
restore the marsh to its fOrl1ler condition.

I have seen one good sign, a chal1l1el that has developed from the Willow road

heading towards the Barnes property.

If a similar deep channel was connected to the Barnes property, possibly both
marsh vegetation and wildlife would again flourish in the area.

As a Cedar Point resident, I feel fortunate to have Bames Nursery as a neighbor .

Their willingness to spend their tirne and resources to accomplish their goal of an ample

supply of water, while at the same time greatly benefiting the marsh area, should be

applauded.

This Cedar Point resident strongly supports Barnes Nursery's application.

u Please feel free to contact with any questions.

JtS~tI ~

Craig Yl. Stahl6



July 2,2001

Dr. & Mrs. Robert G. Fidler, Sr.
3319 Cleveland Road West,
Huron, Ohio 44839

Mr. Michael G. Montone

Project Manger
U.S. Project Corps of Engineers
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, New York 14207

Reference: Public Hearing WateJr Restoration Project Barnes Nursery

Dear Mr. Montone,

For more than thirty years my wife and I have lived very close to Barnes Nursery. We
have been associated with them, as neighbors and as a customer for three generations.
Because we share an important and unique waterway with Barnes Nursery and many
otller falllilies we have been mindful of conservation efforts to protect wildlife.

We believe the wetlands are a part of a national trust and we carefully observer the use
and/or abuse of our heritage. Therefore, we are deeply appreciative of the on-going
management practices demonstnrted by Barnes Nursery to conserve, promote and protect
the environment in a sensitive manner. We have watched the nursery grow and become a
highly responsible, million-dollar business and a major area employer. In addition,
Barnes Nursery has been a most generous contributor to our local area, as well as the

State of Ohio.

Wildlife appears to be increasing; in number and are highly visible; including eagles;
migrating geese ( and those who make this area their permanent home ), as well as the
heron and the fish.

We urge the u.s. Army Corps oj.Engineers and Barnes Nursery to work together to
resolve issues concerning the W~rter Restoration Project. Since, the property in question
is privately owned and Barnes h~1S always had access to water from East Sandusky Bay,
we would like to see all efforts b,e placed on creative solutions that will allow Mr. Barnes
and his family to continue to provide trees and flowers and to recycle our yard waste. To
this end he must have water.

Respectfully Yours,

~ Robert and Gloria Fidler (} /J «- -;1' JJA-

~,w ty ~/d.-/ ~

Cc: Barnes, raft, Voinovich, Montgomery, Jones, Annbruster, Lendrum



June 8, 2001

r~

Michael G. Montone, Project IV1anager
U.S.Army C:orps of Engineers
1776 Niagra Street
Buffalo, New York, 14207

Dear Sir:

RE: Barnes Nurser)r

am retired. From 19'73 to 1996, managed ~'16 acres of property with

3000' of frontage on Lake Erie, immediately west of ODNR property, which is

know as Sawmill Creek Resort. have seen the effects of high water on our

frontage and the effects of IO\N water on our marina and golf course, am well

acquainted 'Nith the recession of the barrier beach at Sheldon's Preserve

In the late 1980's, as a result of low water, the intake for the irrigation

system of Sawmill Creek Go11' Course, which was located up in Sawmill Creek,

south of the lake, was above the existing water level It was a disaster for the

golf course" Our entire irrigation system was de~tendent on receiving an

adequate water supply from lake Erie. The Corps of Engineers allowed us to

dig a deeper channel in the bottom of Sawmill Creek from the Marina to the

Pump House, and install a 24" culvert, to the intake of the pump house. It literally

saved the day. This situationl is very similar to the problem Barnes Nursery is

facing today. Without an adlequate water supply, Barnes Nursery is facing a

disastrous situation, which willl destroy their 50 year ol<j business, all due to the

fluctuating IEiVels of Lake Erie.

I loo~~ed at the propo:sed plan submitted to the Corps of Engineers,

approved, and later rescinded, to enhance their water supply. It looks like a



r'

reasonable solution to their problem to me, with very little, if any effect on the

environment. The additional channel needed to connect the existing work with
i i

deeper water will not do harm to the environment. urge you to work with Barnes

Nursery and their consultant, Ed Herdendorf, to !;olve their problem with

reasonable cost in mind. have the highest regard for the integrity of Dr.

Herdendorf. know what a pump house cost and have a good idea of what the

dredging work to date must have cost. They project was probably 75%

completed when you rescindE~d their permit. It is my opinion, that you have to

work with Barnes Nursery to solve their problem in a manner that they can live

with, and not just say "No."

Sincerely,

u
William T. Bainbridge
917 Beachside Lane
Huron, Ohio 44839

Senator George Voinvi(:;h
317 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

cc:

H



Ml\RSHALL G. BROWNE

918 BEACHS1DE LANE

BEACHWOODCOVE

HURON, OHIO 44839

Michael Go Montone

Regulatory Branch

Buffalo District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

1776 Niagara Street

Buffalo, NY 14207-3199

June 8,2001

Dear Mr. Montone:

I am writing to you concerning the application of Barnes Nursery , Inc. of Erie

County, Ohio for a permit to reistore an irrigation channE~1 at the eastern end of

Sandusky Bay. Earlier this wel9k I had an opportunity to visit the project and

observe the work already completed. As a long time resident of the area I am

pleased to see the conscientio,us approach being taken by Barnes Nursery in

providing environment benefit~) to the bay at the same time as restoring needed

water flow for both irrigation and wetland growth needs.

r .
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For over 40 years I have been a contractor and developer in Erie County.
Several of my projects have bE~en along the Lake Erie coast and I am well aware
of the difficulties in obtaining agency permits. One of my projects, Beachwood
Villas, built on the east side of Huron, Ohio, involved a (:omplex of lakefront
condominiums and a marina. Because the marina projected out into Lake Erie
and interrupted the littoral drift of sand toward the west, it was directed that a
sand by-pass system should be installed to insure that no down drift erosion
would be caused by the marina breakwalls. Over the past 14 years this system
has proved to be very successful in that protective beaches have been created
on both the east and west side's of the marina.

I cite this example for a very good reason. The massive (3000 feet long) harbor

entrance structures at Huron, Ohio, constructed by the Corps of Engineers, do

not include an provisions for b~1 passing sand accumulated on the up drift (east)

side of these structures. This lack of foresight on the part of the design engineers

has been directly the cause of the water availability problems now being

experienced by Barnes Nursery. The Huron Harbor jettif3S have effectively

stopped the 'westward flow of s;and. As a result the Cedar Point sand spit and the

natural channel through the Ealst End of the bay have bf3en seriously

compromise(j. The spit is narrower due to sand starvation and has been broken



through as waves overtopped the spit. This overreaching process continued until
the natural channel was destroyed and filled with sediment.

As a direct result of this pro(:ess, the water source formerly available to Barnes
Nursery has been lost. The I~urrent low lake levels have made this situation
particularly critical. As the a~Jency primarily responsible for the dire water problem
being experienced by Barnes Nursery, I believe it is incumbent upon the Corps of
Engineers to do everything possible to restore a reliable source of irrigation water
for this business. I have revi,ewed the proposed plan outlined in the public notice
and believe that it is a reasonable first step to correcting this situation. It will
provide an interim solution to the water needs of Barnes Nursery while also
enhancing the degraded environment of the east bay.

f'

r1

Ultimately, however, the Corps of Engineers will have to do more (i.e. do the right
thing) by 1) providing an effe!ctive sand by-pass system for Huron Harbor and
other harbors to the east, 2) pump sand that has beerl lost to the offshore deep
waters back into the littoral system west of Huron, 3) reestablish the sand spit to
its pre-Huron jetty position, 8lnd 4) restore the former natural channel throughout
the eastern end of Sandusky' Bay. I urge the corps of engineers to take'
immediate steps to implement this four-step plan beginning with obtaining all the
necessary approvals and providing the funding to correct this situation.

Thank you for the opportunit~( to express my concerns

Sincerely,

IU ~ aJ:J.- ~~ {l"ZA/>\-.(.

Marshall G. Browne, C.E., M.S.E.

/
Barnes Nursery v

Senator George V. Voinovich

State Senator Jeffry Armbruster

State Representative Tom Lendrum

Cc



1"homas M. Hastings

~~ ~~~~~!~ ~~.unc ~!!!.~-

u.s Army Corps of engineers
1776 I-Jiagara Street
Buffalo, NY. 14207

Attn: Mr MIchael G. Montone, ProJect lv1anager

Re' Barnes l\jursery Project -Huron, OH,

Dear Mr. r..~:)ntone,

I have been a resident of the City of H\Jlron for over tony years, As a young man, I enjoyed many Cub
Scout arid Boy S(::OIJt campovers 8t the Sheldon's Marsh Area (formerly Sheldon's Folly) adjacent to the
6arnes Nursery Project. As a recent Fiather, I ~m taking my daughter to the same area to enjoy the
rlatural surroundings. Compromising the integrity of this area IS the last thing I would care to see ha~I'pen.

I !yooort the project proposed by Barnes Nursery and believe that it I~an be completed in a manner that
will not irnpact Sheldon's Marsh. One would only need to travel thirty miles to the west of Huron to view
an area that contains many dikes and h~vies. These dikes, built many years ago, west of the Port ClInton
area v.'ere built to drain wetland areas clnd support agricultural use. Their design, most likely did not
consider the wildlIfe management practices used today. The Crane Creek Wildlife Refuge Ifes within this
area, and despite the many dikes and 11~vjes surrounding It, It would b19 difficult to dispute its beauty and
success. f believe that with proper diligence, the earnes Nursery project can have similar results.

As we have seen In the looal media, I \A,'ould guess that you have heard from many supporters of
environmerital causes. opposing this project. Many have suggested that irreparable damage to Sheldon's
Marsh will occur if the project proceeds forward. Yet I have heard no ')ne able quantify this damage or
offer arty data that will support their claims.

The Barnes Famljy has been an active memoer of the Huron commu,.'ity for many years. They have
assIsted the City, the schools and many service organi~ations with dorlations of "ursery stook. cash arId
in.kind services. 'While their generosity has no bearing on the facts you must review for the permit
application, j 'NOuld suggest that the suI~cess of the nursery is of great importance to the resider ItS of the
City of Hurot\ and the many people who earn their lIvings employed b~ the Barnes orgQnization.

j

I am certain, that 'with careful consideration arid pI8"ninQ, the Barne$ I~ursery project and nature will
succes$fiJlly co-exist.

Thank you to,. the opportunity to express my concern.

Best reoards" ,

Tom Hastings

""fO

!;'J~i J(i;jJ 11-~loJ W,:1;' TI~1 TI~I
17 , Irll

00 , .
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Ja(ob Jo & Lo June Claus

318 Wasta Avenue
Huron OH 44839

June 7, 2001

u. s. Army Corps of Engineers

1776 Niagara Street

Buffalo NY 14207-3199

~1j-ct,~-l~m~llJ t~») !~ap"y-~~~~a!Jny-.1Jill

Attention: Mr. Michael G. Montone, Project Manager

Re: East Sandusky Bay Water Restoration })roject

DearMr. Montone:

f We would like to express our opinion regardling the water project undertaken by Barnes Nursery and their current

permit application.

The Barnes Nursery "family" have been an important part of the Huron City and Erie County community for over
50 years. Those ofus who have lived in this, area for many years (42 years personally) are extremely aware of the
impact this business has had on our area, both environmentally and economically. They are active members in all
aspects of the community including school b,oard, Chamber ofCommerce, Rotary Club, Huron Historical Society
(being responsible for it's creation), Duck's Unlimited and many more. They lire active and concerned citizens of
our county and state. Some of their envirorunental work is done on a national and international level as well. They
contribute to local charities and support local activities both monetarily and with personal envolvement. They were
very involved in the creation of the Arboritum and Butterfly/Bird Gardens at I'irelands College. Their business is
dedicated to making our environment more pleasing and comfortable for people as well as wild life. They totally
support the Sheldon Marsh area adjoining their property and understand its impact on the wetlands area.

We make these points to emphasize the fact that the Barnes family, who own this nursery business, would not do
anything unfriendly to the environment -it ,yould be against all of their busin~ss, as well as personal, principles.

They do need a lot of water to run their business and the low lake levels of recent years have made this acquision
most difficult and unreasonably expensive. They have tried all of the other options to obtain water including wells,
ponds, county water, etc. and found none to Ii>e feasible. They have an obligation to over 150 families in their
employ and have worked very hard to solve 'this problem. They applied for and received a permit from the u. s.
Army Corps of Engineers and had help from the U. S. Fish & Wildlife. They have consulted with biological and
environmental experts to assure that the proj,ect they proposed would not harm the environment in any way. With
these permits and assurances, they moved forward.

PLEASE RENEW THEIR PERMIT AND ALLOW THEM TO CONTINUE WITH TillS PROmCT AGAIN .

Sincerely,

e(tL~

~~
:t.~.,.(

~j
Jacob & June Claus

Concerned Citizens

Cc: Governor Bob Taft
Senator George V. Voinovich
Ohio Attorney General Betty D. Montgomery
Christopher Jones, Oho EP A Director
Jeffry J. Armbruster
J. Tom Lendrum, Ohio State Repre~ientative
Friends of Sheldon Marsh
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David M. May
107 46th Street

Sandusky OH 44870

June ,2001

Michael G. Montone, Project Manager
U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo NY 14207

Re; EAST SANDUSKY BA Y W A TER RESTORA TION PROJECT

Sir,

I have been associated with the Barnes family for nearly twenty years, not only on a
personal basis,. but also as a colleague and employee. Bames Nursery is very successful,
and this success has been brought about by sound judgment and careful planning.
Decisions are not taken lightly, but made to benefit the firm, its employees, and the
community. The Green industry looks to Bames Nursery as a leader, because of the
company's integrity and accountability.

Barnes Nursery employs over 150, personnel. many ofwhom have more than ten years of
service. making their homes locall:'Y .sending their children to the local schools. The
Barnes family themselves reside locally. That the company sh(.uld intend ill to the
community in which both employees and owners reside is a nonsensical idea. This
company is a community asset. not a liability.

!
During the past ten years, I have personally noticed a dramatic decline in the wildlife
population around Barnes Nursery. In early spring, the area at 1he north end of the
nursery was once alive with migrat:ing ducks and wading birds, which used the area as a
stop--over before traveling on to their nesting sites. Bald eagles once perched in the large
trees between fishing forays. As the: lake level dropped, the numbers of birds dwindled.
Where once there was water, there is now little more than a mud flat. As designed by the
Corps of Engineers, th~Restoratiot11 Project (which is a ditch with wildlife habitation
islands constructed from the excav2lted material, and not a dyke as claimed by ill-
infonned opponents) was intended ItO bring water back to the area. Restoring the area to
its fonner condition, benefiting the wildlife habitat, is a respon~;ible action, not an
irresponsible one.

I urge you to consider the project in the manner in which it was conceived, as a benefit
for all concerned.

H



5 June, 2001

Michael G. Montone Project ~V1anager
U.S. Army Corps or Engineers
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, New York 14207

Shawn J. Bickley
129 Richland Ave.
Huron, OH 44839
(419) 433-8989

Dear Mr. Montone;

Subject: !!! favor of BarnesNllrserv's deep-water restoration uroject:

Please allow a small introduction, I have lived within 1 mile of Sheldon's Marsh
most of my 35 years, every knoll, crevice, valley, and tree has been revisited
countless times. Growing up on Sheldon's Marsh was not only a privilege but has
become a time honored tradition. My father's father, my father, and now being a
father of three children myself~ Sheldon's Marsh has provided some of the most
enjoyable, educational, and ml~morable times for our fanlilies.

Let's take 31 moment and look at the whole picture here, The grand entrance into
the marsh was once Cedar Point's property and road way to the amusement park,
obviously no restoration after many years of storm damage to lakefront roads etc.
NASA tore the whole place up with the pumping station. Sawmill Creek Resort
destroyed the entire eastern lullf of the marsh and stream with a resort, marina,
condo's and golf course. Point Retreat completely decimated the Northwest corner
with its oversized condo's and marina. In addition to all of this, residential homes
are pushing ever so near the II1larsh due to the masses of c»verzealous people wanting
to get closer to the water .

Of all the Sheldon's Marsh neighbors, show the world someone other than Barnes
Nursery, that has done something good for the marsh, as they built on or near the
State's property. Final answer...you can't.
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Finally there is a true environntental preservationist that owns property along the
marsh. This is a win-win situation for all of us. The benefIt for Mr. Barnes and
Barnes N ursery Inc. is simple, 1W A TER, W A TER, and more W A TER! The benefit
for the marsh is endless, deep-"vater habitat, nesting grounds for many species of
waterfowl and migratory birds:; marine and aquatic life "ill thrive, not to mention
various plant species also. This is a black and white issue, there are no gray zones.
The general public has no idea of the atrocities committed to the land and marsh
over the past 100 years.

I personally challenge you to a 'complete lOO-year study of Sheldon's Marsh and it's
never ending history and beauty. Arriving at (PROCEED WITH PROJECT) will be
one of the easiest decisions you have ever made.

In closing, a few thoughts to le1llve with are as follows, having this project on private
property and adjacent to the Sjates property surely the best interest for all the
marsh is life! The ecosystem ne~~ds this project in order to survive, not just survive
but thrive.

The opportunity is there for yol~ to make an impact on lif~ where life has left.

Sincerely,

Shawn J. Bickley

r



r .

Ron Parron
210 Bogart Road

Huron, Ohio 44839

June 5, 2001

Dear Mr. Montone,

I was born and raised in Berlin Heights, a small community near Huron. I
have spent the last 16 years of my life working for Barnes Nursery .My job is
heading up the landscape maintenance division-trouble shooting and
estimating. I have serviced thousands of customers for the company. There is
one thing I can tell you is a constant: The management and workforce of this
company is as solid as they come. We all are here every day, all day. We do
what we say, and keep our promises. I could not spend my days with a greater

group of people.

I have heard from the "Friends" of Sheldon's Marsh that this project will
ruin the wetlands. Well I, too, am a friend of this marsh and have visited
Sheldon's as well as the "Barnes" project many times. I KNOW that when this
project is completed it will be beautiful. Appropriate trees and plants (London
Plane Tree, Sumac, Willow, etc. ) along with the grasses and aquatic plants will
cover the islands. No one can make it happen faster and do it better than our
company!! I witnessed more 'wildlife and fish in and around the project's canal
durina drv Deriod~ than an~here else in the Preserve last year. Last evening I
saw 4 Eagles perched in a dead tree on Barnes property near the project) along
with Trumpeter Swans, Heron and even a turtle on the "dike". Cutting islands
into the "dike" will make the areas more remote and far less likely to have any

human contact.



Michael G. Montone

Ijroject Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

1776 Nlagra

Buffalo, N(~w York 14207

Dear Sil',
IJast night, June 12th,2001 my husband and I attended the open public

meeting sc,heduled to dlscuss the pros and cons of the Barnes project vs.
opposition to the project. We went as citizens, as friends of Bob and Sharon
Barnes and their children, and Lo be perfectly honeSt out of curiosity of what
the opposition was about. We didn't choose to speak because we didn't feel
we could Intelligently discuss the Issue and was truly Interested In the
exchange. While sitting their listening I tried Lo keep an open mind to maybe I
was missing something, maybe Barnes was wrong with what they want(~d Lo
do'! The more I listened I couldn't help but think of conversations about
environment as friends we have had, I recalled a three hour Lour of the
western {i'lorlda Everglades by Bob as he was In awe of "Mother Nature" and
respectful of her. As I lef't the meeting another instance came to mind and I
had to smile. The Barnes home Is right next Lo their Nursery. A driveway runs
along the side of their home and anyone can see there is this huge tree wIth,
well It looks held together with metal, straps etc. and it occurred to me ir a
man would go Lo this mUClll trouble to save a tree when in his business he
could easily replace it, wollld he be capable of d{~liberately harming the
environment, I don't think :so, he and his company has spent a life time
respecting It.
I do not pretend to truly und{~rstand the {~cology tJf Sheldon's Marsh and after
listening I still did not undt:'1rstand the opposition's fear or "certain demise".
No one stated for sure what damage would be done only what they thought the
damage would be.
{i'rom what I heard at this public meeting there (ire Ink~lligent, educak~d and

experienced people Involve:d In this matter. I do ItOt believe this project
will threat,{~n the existing envlronm{~nt as much as it threatt~ns the people, who
withontlacto- feel threatened by It In the name of conservation.

Res pectfully ,

Mary IJ. Carlstcdt



June 20,2001

Lt. Col. Glen DeWillie, District I~ngineer
U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers
1776 Niagara St.
Buffalo, NY 14207-3199

Dear sk ,

After visiting the Barnes Nursery project, attending the public hearing (all four hours),
and having lived in the area since 1939, I have come to the following conclusions:

I) The project was designed 'with help from experts and with concern for the
environment. All the rules were followed and the project legally started.

2) The project was stopped because of the effort ofa couple ofwell-meaning
environmental extremists with concern of possible damage to Sheldon's Marsh.

3) At the public hearing, no one explained how this project would negatively impact
Sheldon's Marsh. Some did how'ever predict horrible consequences but without merit.

4) The scare tactics of a few :should not negatively impact the decision on the merits
of the project.

5) The Barnes project should have no impact on Sheldon' s Marsh now or in the

future.

6) The pennit to continue the' project should be issued with concern for the
environment. If there are concen1S, a compromise should be worked out for the benefit
of all.

Thank you for considering my comments. Let common sense prevail.

Edward L. Asher

Mayor, CityofHuron



Mr. dr Mrs. Albert J. Sima Sr.

jr134 Mudbrook Road

HlJron, OH 44839-2611

August25, 2001

Honorab1e George V. Voinovich

United States Senator

317 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D C 20510-3604

Senator Voinovic:h,

Thank you very much for your time in responding to us on July 30, 2001 regarding the

Sheldon Marsh/Barnes Nursery pel"mit request. I am very d-sappointed that you and your

staff either totally misconstrued our position and request with respect to fully granting

all of Barnes' requests OR you word processor put our name on the wrong response (I

hope ).

rt

It is NOT "the communit¥'s desire" to remove present diking nor deny enhancing it. Quit

the contrary! We aJI fully support any and all action Barnes tJursery has and should take

to not only presE:rve this wetland tl1rough major dike construction but to maintain a

constant Lake Erie water supply to their business. I don't know how we could have made

our original lettE:r any clearer .

This business MlJST SURVIVE in the Huron community. There will be no sacrifice of any

portion of Sheldon's March with their plans, rather protected from the enormous erosion

we all are experiencing along Lake E:rie with the low water levels.
tt

We live on a Huron River tributary. It was beautiful with water and wildlife three years

ago and prior. Now it is virtually all dry with overgrown weeds! That will happen to

Sheldon's if you and the Corps of Elngineers do not allow Barnes' project fully. Loss of

water is traumatic to wetlands! I welcome you to come to ollr home to see this type of

devastation of prior wetlands when water disappears. Call ahead and we'll put the coffee

on. Mudbrook Road is State Route 13, we're 1 mile north of State Route 2.

Again, please do NOT buy in to ver), minority unlearned voice~i opposing dike expansion, for

unjustified reasons. Also, please a(fvise who told you Barnes' "misled the Corps"? This

business is not ol11y highly professional and ethical, they are vital to our community for

their expertise and benevolence.



Please REVERSE the ~osition y:ou in4~ in the July 30 letter. Rather, do "all you can"

to encourage the Corps, EPA and an'( other governmental authority to full¥ grant an¥ and

all ~ermit reQuests from Barnes Nulrsery: in Huron. Ohio to mo,intain the current status of

Sheldon's Marsh WITH water' ThalrJk you.

Sincerely,

Albert J. Sima, Sr. (Huron City Councilperson)

cc: &Gr-FIes Nursery ,"'

Honorable Ed Asher, Mayor, City of Huron

!
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Mr. Michael Montone
U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers
Buffalo District

Re: CELRB Re: 2000-02170( 1 )
Section OH 10 and 404

DearMr. Montone:

My Name is Peter A. Wa1der~~. I was a member of the Huron City Council for 24
years, from 1969-1993. I am also a member of the Huron City Planning Commission
since 1969.

It has been my pleasure to know three generations of the Barnes family from Harold
Barnes, grandfather, to Julie BarlIeS, the youngest granddaughter. They have always
taken great pride in their busines:), but also great pride in thejr community.

The Barnes family have workl~d very hard to build their business for years. With their
success they have also worked v~:ry hard building the Huron community, not only
financially but in service and inspiration.

I attended the public hearing in effort to hear the facts, SOft out the rhetoric and
accusations that has been played so well in the local newspapers, but ended up hearing
much of the same.

.

u

I am not an expert in these matters, but it seems to me we are dealing with two
separate issues. One, Barnes Nw'sery needs affordable water to survive. They purchased
the property as a farm before the term "Westlands" was ever coined. They have access to
Lake Erie for irrigation, as many of us do along the lake, rivers, and streams that lead into
Lake Erie. As a homeowner, I take water out of the Huron River for my "Greening of
America," which is rich in nutrients. If I had to purchase water from the city , the cost
would be prohibitive and full of c:hlorine, fluoride, and other chemicals. Two,
Sheldens Marsh is not the old Sh(~ldens Folly that was back in the 60's. Maybe someday,
with higher water levels the "Gar,den of Eden" we remember will return. Probably not, as
every year the activities and traffic increase.N

l.



I believe the Corps made the correct decision in granting the permit originally. I have
not seen or heard any new facts tllat would make me believe differently. I will trust your
judgement and expertise to make the most knowledgeable decision possible. A decision
of fact, not of accusation.

ft

In conclusion, I hope that this situation will be settled soon. The Barnes family are
good citizens, with pride in their business and community. The name calling and
ficticious reporting has to end.

Thank Yon,

I : -

[~

Peter A. Walder7.ak
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June 8, 2001

Mic.ha.et G. Man,tane

p 11.0 j e et Ma.na.g ell.

US A11.my Cal1.p~ 06 Engineel1.~

1776 Nia.ga.11.a. Stl1.eet

Bu66a.ta, N~ yal1.k 14207

RE: Ea~t Sandu~ky Bay Wate~ Re~to~ation P~oject

Veall MIl. Mon,tone:

I have. known -the. BaJc.ne.6 6am~tj (J~nd BaJ(.ne.6 NUJ(.6e.J(.tj 6oJ(. ove.J(. 20
lje.aJ(.6. I have. 6e.e.n -the.m 6UppOJ(.-t, -the. S-te.in HO6pice., Hu'ton
PaJ(.k6 and Re.cJ(.e.a.tion, Vuck.6 Un,i,(.m.Ue.d, Big BJ(.o.theJ(.6 9 Big
Si6teJ(.6, United Walj, AJ(.ea High School YeaJ(.book6, EJ(.ie Cauntlj
FaiJ(., The Humane. Societlj ju6-t to name. a 6ew. I have hellJ(.d Bob
BaJc.ne6 6atj, when a6ked 6aJ(. a don:at.ion, "Haw much do Ijal.l.
need?" Thelj pJ(.avide job6 6aJ(. 150 people in -the commun,Utj.
Thelj aJ(.e veJ(.1j ac.t<.ve. in the Oh.ia Compa6.ting Caunc-U, Pa6t
PJ(.e6ident 06 -the HWtan ChambeJ(. 06 Comme.J(.Ce, Pa6t PJ(.e6ident a6
HuJ(.an Schoal BaaJc.d, Pa6t PJ(.e6ident a6 the US Campa6.tin!J
Caunc-U, BaaJ(.d a6 osu Alwmni, BaaJ(.d a6 FiJ(.eland6 Ha6pital
and -thi6 ju6-t 6cJ(.a.tche.6 -the. 6uJ(.6ace..

r r
u They have lived and ~un a ve~y ~ueee~~6ul bu~ine~~ on ~he

lake ~inee .the 1950 ' ~ .T M~ ineiude~ boa-ting, ~wimminfj and

playing in .the lake .them~elve~. They ~e pa~.t ~eeipie.~~ 06

"Envi~on.men;ta£. Company 06 .the Yea.~" by .the Hu~on Chamb,~~ 06
Comme~ee. Voe~ tM~ ~ound like a. 6amily O~ bu.6ine~~ .tlr.a.t
would endange~ .theiJt oWn envi~onrnen;t? They ~e in an itLdu.6t~y

that enhanee.6 the envi~on.men;t and they exee~ at it.

fl

r

What i~ U exact.tlj -that BafLne-6 NI:LfL-6efLlj ~-6 a-6k,[ng 6OfL -that
eVefLlj c,.Ui.zen in nofL-thefLn Ohio i,~n' -t do~ng. Thelj (Atln..t wa...tefL
-to -6UppolLt -theifL bU.6~ne-6~ and ke,e.p -the~fL plan.t6 a..t.(.ve. ~O~-t
c-ommun,i..t.i.e-6 on -the .t.ake a-6 well 1:{.-6 manlj c-ommul'l/U,i.e-6 -to ~ou..th
-take -theifL wa..tefL 6fLom Lake EfL~e. I don'-t undefL-6-tand haw
anljone c-ould deny -them -the ab.u-i;tlj -to -6UppOfL-t -the~fL bu-6~ne-6-6
blj denljing -them wa..tefL.

~

u
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16 ~hey a~e a dange~ ~o ~he mah~h, ~hen Point Re~~eat with
-U6 Ma/tina and maW -6am.Uy uving ~houl.d ce~~ainly be a much
bigge~ dange~. Why Mdn '~ ~omeone do ~ome~hing ~o ~~('P it.
Ba~ne~ Nu~~e~y ha~ been ~he~e 60~ ove~ 50 yea~~ and fta~n'~
been a ~h~eat. Why now? Ceda~ Point and it'~ amount 06 Cah~
and people pa~6ing daily with 6ume~ u~,,-~ and ~ewage woul.d
~eem ~o be a much la.Jlge~ dange.'t ~o ~he env-i~onment.

A~ a home ownek, on Lake Ekie, in HukOn and a eoneekned
c-<..t{.zen, I a~k you .to ~UppOk.t iBakne~ Nuk~eky in .thei1l need
60k Wa.tek. We need moke peop.e.~? a~ ae.t.tve and c.akin9 and
~Uppokuve a~ .they a.JI.e. I am ovekwhe.e.med .that anyone would
que~uon .thUk in.tegk.uy Ok in;ten.t 06 u~e 06 .theik
envikonmen.t.

1.

j,

Mo6t 6~nc.e/tely,

Su.6an. C. Sale

212 wan S.t/tee:t

Hu.JLOn., Oluo 44839
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June 8. 2001

Mr. Michael G. Montone, Project MaJtlager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo NY 14207

Micnael.1!.mol1tol1e@llsace.arm~ .mil

Re: Barnes Nursery Water Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Montone:

The purpose of this letter is to voice our strong and vigorous support for the efforts of Barnes N ursery of
Huron, Ohio, to resolve all issues related to their water restoration project professionally and with
integrity. We urge the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to carefully and thoroughly consider that:

A. Barnes Nursery is a totall~{ professional organization thar has an over 50 year history of
business responsibility, community involvement, and ec<,logicalland environmental support.
(Our family has lived in H[uron for over 25 years and we assure you that Barnes Nursery has
always exhibited the highc~st standards of community involvement, and support of schools,
churches, and civic organizations not only in Huron, but also throughout Erie County.)

B. Barnes Nursery makes a huge contribution to employment and the tax base in Huron

c. Although we are not techIJlically qualified to comment on the details of Barnes proposal, we
believe that the company has taken a logical and rational approach to employing the highest
quality experts, and that their plan will not harm the environment in any respect. Indeed, it
would appear that, based on the published data, the project will help the environment.

We respectfully submit that the U. S. f\nny Corps of Engineers has an absolute responsibility to carefully

consider the Barnes Nursery proposal and to work together with Barnes to resolve issues where conflict
mayexist. For a U. S. or State of Ohio Agency to be the adversary of a legitimate business with a
responsible plan is counter-productive" Barnes Nursery has clearly exhibited a willingness to cooperate
and work together with all parties.

fr

We urge you to give Barnes Nursery aJrld its plan every reasonable opportunity for success.

Thank you very much.

~re~~~ lVt .f d
Richard and Joyce Pohl
1004 Dockway Drive
Huron OH 44839

cc: Governor Bob Taft
Senator George Voinovich
Ohio Attorney General Betty tlt1ontgomery
Christopher Jones, Ohio EPA Director
Jeffry Armbruster
Ohio State Representative Tom Lendrum



DISTRICT ):)BTROLBUM PRODUCTS, INC.
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June 4, 2001
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If)t.Mr. Michael G" Montone

Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1776 Niagra Street
Buffalo, New '(ork 14207

/
.v

p'
RE: Barnes Nursery Water Restoral:ion Project

v(
Dear Mr. Mont:one:

My name is Scott L. Stipp and I havle been a life long resident of Huron, Ohio. My father, J. Sam
Stipp has livecl in Huron for over 50 years. We have both known 130b Barnes, his father and his
family throughout all of these years.. My father was Bob's Scoutm.3ster in the Boy Scouts. We
have had many business dealings with their company and have always found them to be honest
and straightfolward. When it come~; to the local community , the (Jarnes family cannot do
enough. The')" always give back. This is an exemplary family botll in business and in the
community.

As President of a gasoline rnarketin~J and distribution business loolted in Sandusky , I know very
well the strug~Jle that goes on daily between protecting and preserving the environment, and
surviving in business. None of us want to do anything to harm fu! environment, in the same
spirit The Arm'v Q)rps and our electE~ offidals don't want to put b,Jsinessmen, that provide for
the economy, out of business. We all have a responsibility to work together; to search for
solutions that ,enable commerce and' the environment to co-exist, while each achieves it's desired
result. It can i3nd will be done.

The Barnes Nursery for the last 50 years has accessed water from East Sandusky Bay. Their
company need's water every day to ~)urvive. There must be a way to help a "green" company
obtain the water it needs, from a water source that abuts their own property in a fashion that is
amenable to aU.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.

Sincerely,

P.O. BOX 2254 1832 MILAN ROAD SANDUSKY, OHIO 4+870.2254

PHONE 419.625.8373 PAX 419.625-8907 -"""

Scott L. Stipp
President & C.I:.O.


